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From the Pastor…Wishing You a Dark Night of the Soul for 2026 
 

Now, you might be thinking, “What an odd thing to wish anyone, 

let alone all of us who will be reading the January/February 

Community Church of Sandwich Flyer!  And for the New Year, no 

less!  What IS she thinking?”   

Those of us who have heard of St. John of the Cross’ phrase, “the 

dark night of the soul,” might automatically assume it means that 

we have to go through some gruesome times, some very dark 

moments in life in order to grow in our faith. But in one of Richard 

Rohr’s Daily Meditations, he quotes his good friend Gerald May: 

The dark night is a profoundly good thing. It is an ongoing 

spiritual process in which we are liberated from attachments and 

compulsions and empowered to live and love more freely. 

Sometimes this letting go of old ways is painful, occasionally even 

devastating. But this is not why the night is called “dark.” The 

darkness of the night implies nothing sinister, only that the 

liberation takes place in hidden ways, beneath our knowledge and 

understanding. It happens mysteriously, in secret, and beyond 

our conscious control. 

Can you imagine if we knew ahead of time the path that God has 

planned for us?  We would probably run in the other direction.  I 

know I would have.  And then I would have missed all the 

blessings that I have experienced and that I continue to 

experience. 

Had God not used my Pastor, Dave Felker, about 25 years ago to 

trick me into going to seminary (that’s a whole story in and of 

itself that I’m happy to tell anyone who asks) my life would have 

taken another route.  And then, once in seminary, had I not had a 

vivid “God Moment” (another whole story in and of itself that I’m 

happy to share with anyone who asks) to change my major from 

masters in pastoral counseling to master’s in divinity, as I 

considered chaplaincy work along with counseling, again, my life 

would have taken another route.   
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 This Issue... 

January / February 2026 

Office Hours and Contact Information 

Church Phone: (603) 284-6151   
 

Pastor Deb Hoffman - Office hours: 

Tuesday - Friday. 10 A.M. - 4 P.M. 

Pastoral emergencies call (570) 269-2000.  

Email: pastordebhoffman@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant - Joisse Rumary 

Office hours: Wednesday & Friday  

9:00 A.M. -  2:00 P.M. 

Email:  sandwichchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandwichchurch@cyberpine.net


CELEBRATING OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

 

 
☺    Our thanks to Jane Quimby & Karen Wright  for the 
cleaning of the Methodist Meetinghouse for the month of 
November.  Our thanks also to Jackie Berry, Kathryn  
Birch & Paula Lauricella for the cleaning of the Methodist 
Meetinghouse for the month of December. 

————————————–——————— 
Please contribute your notes of praise and gratitude by 

contacting the church office (284-6151 or 
sandwichchurch@gmail.com) with your request and it will be 

printed in the next newsletter. 

Thank-you Note 

NOT YET NAMED CHILDREN’S PROGRAM…  
   It’s exciting to announce that we are  

   starting a children’s time during  worship 

   (we’re not calling it Sunday School… 

   actually, we’re going to have the kids name 

it!) After the Children’s Message during worship, the children 

will have a time of faith activities…but we need YOU!  We 

would love to have enough volunteers that it would be a once-a-

month commitment.  We are in the process of choosing and 

purchasing a curriculum to use as a guide.  If you feel you can 

make this once-a-month commitment to spend time with the 

children, please contact Louisa Bryant at 603-491-3425 or 

weeza42002@yahoo.com OR Pastor Deb at 570-269-2000 or 

pastordebhoffman@gmail.com.  

Welcome to the Birthday 

Corner.  If you see one of these 

people please wish them a very 

Happy Birthday !!! 
 

January 8  Van Adriance 

January 9  Ray Elliott 

January 11 Ray Chappius 

January 18 Taylor Bryant 

January 23 Steve Johnson 

January 26 Tom Birch 

January 29 Elaine Peaslee 

January 30  Adam Heard 

February 2 Laurie Norman 

February 2 Janet Reidy 

February 6 Russ Johnson 

February 6 Jennifer Rowan 

February 9 Kimberly Bryant 

February 9 Judith English 

February 11  Samantha Tuttle 

February 19 Wendy Chappuis 

February 19 Cecelia Hansen 

February 23 Jason Brown 

February 26 Bill Hoffmann 

February 28 Zoe Frentress 
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Happy Anniversary to the  

following couples !!! 

January 5 Marshall & Jude Davis  

January 10 Bob & Louisa Bryant 

February 16 Steve & Tracy Ripkey 

mailto:sandwichchurch@cyberpine.net
mailto:weeza42002@yahoo.com
mailto:pastordebhoffman@gmail.com
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Continued from page 1 

Moravian Love Feast 

This year our Moravian Love Feast will be celebrated on Sunday, December 28.  

This is a time of continued Christmas carol singing and a time to share how 

we’ve seen God working in our life in 2025.  Moravian sweet bread, coffee, tea 

and juice are part of the celebration during worship! 
 

Celebrating Epiphany 

Epiphany Sunday is January 4, and we will be sharing the story of  

The wisemen along with sharing our hopes and dreams for 2026. 

We will also be officially welcoming Susan Price and Betsy Staber  

as new members of our faith community.    

 

Leadership Sunday will be celebrated February 1st.  We will be 

acknowledging the leadership of past and present.  The Community 

Church of Sandwich is blessed to have such willing and dedicated 

leaders in all facets of our church life…from Outreach to Trustees and 

Deacons to Finance…just to name a few.  

 
 

A Lenten Retreat Day in February is beginning to be planned.  Date,  

location and time will be shortly forthcoming. 
 

The intent of the retreat is to have a day apart…intentional time with God… 

intentional time to consider how the Lenten Season might be most meaningful  

for you this year. 

Instead, God was working in secret…little by little…bit by bit…change by change…without me 

consciously knowing it until, here I am (still a work in progress) serving a community that is a total 

blessing in my life.   

This is part of the mystery of our faith…the dark night of the soul, letting go of our old ways, our 

“false self”, our ego, and little by little, by the grace of God, embracing our “true self”, the very 

Spirit of God that resides within us, available to us at all times. 

We are not called to understand everything.  We are called to trust God, who works in the darkness 

of the night to free us from the tangles of life. 

So, again I say, I wish you a dark night of the soul for 2026. 



 

The Flyer                                                                                                                                                                                           Page 4 

Trustees’ Meeting 
 

Thursday Jan 8th 

Thursday Feb 12th 

Both are at 4:00 P.M. (MMH)  

Deacons’ Meeting 

Tuesday Feb 10th 

at 6:30 P.M. (Zoom) 

Board of Outreach 
 

Tuesday Jan 6th 

Tuesday Feb 3rd 

Both are at 11:00 A.M. (BMH)  

Council Meeting 

Special Meeting after Worship 
Sunday Jan 11 

Tuesday Feb 17th 

 at 6:30 P.M. (Zoom) 

Bible Study 

Our Wednesday Bible Study continues.  We finished studying on 

the book of Esther in December.  We will now use the Upper 

Room Devotional until Lent begins in mid- February.  We will 

then take on a Lenten study, yet to be determined.  

 

We meet on Zoom Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM and every two or three months we share in a 

potluck dinner in the downstairs of the Methodist Meetinghouse and share our study along with 

food and fellowship.  If you’re interested in being part of the study at any time, please let Pastor 

Deb know so you can be sent the Zoom link. 

 

Book Group 

In December our group discussed a book by Anne Lamott, “Somehow:  

Thoughts on Love”.  We will resume in January...the next read, yet to be  

determined as of the writing for this newsletter.  We meet in-person at  

the Baptist Meetinghouse with a Zoom option to discuss what we’ve read.  

 

If you’re interested in this book group, please let Pastor Deb know so you  

can be put on the email list and find out our next read.   

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

We meet the first Thursday of each month at 12:30 PM at Jackie Berry’s home 

in Meredith.  If you like to knit or crochet, sew, or cut and tie felt blankets 

together, just show up with your supplies and join in.  We ask that whenever 

you work on your prayer shawl or blanket that you have a prayer for 

whomever might receive it.  We pray general prayers for peace, healing, 

comfort, knowing the presence of God within the circumstance, etc.  We never 

know who will receive this gift, but we believe God does. See Jackie or Pastor 

Deb for directions. 

Church Meetings 
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Deacons News  
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

February 17 is SHROVE TUESDAY or PANCAKE DAY! 

This day is the traditional feast day before the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday.  Lent is the 40 days 

leading up to Easter, and was traditionally a time of fasting. Anglo-Saxon Christians would go to 

confession and were “shriven” or absolved from  sins.  A bell was rung to call everyone to 

confession.  This came to be called the “Pancake Bell” and is still rung today. 

Shrove Tuesday is the last opportunity to use up eggs and fats before embarking on the Lenten fast, 

and pancakes are the perfect way to use up these ingredients. 

These ingredients can be seen to symbolize four points of significance at this time of year: 

   Eggs -    Creation 

   Flour -   The staff of life 

   Salt -     Wholesomeness 

   Milk-      Purity 
 

Join us on February 17 around 5 p.m. for a pancake dinner that will include sausage, fruit, and fluffy 

scrambled eggs.  If you’d like to help with this traditional “feast”, please let one of the deacons know 

- Nancy R., Dennis L., Tom L., Dotty B., or Louisa B. 

 

LADIES AID – PAST and FUTURE 

   First, a HUGE thanks to ALL (ladies and men) who cooked, baked, stirred, served, and 

   cleaned up at the Ladies Aid Chowder Luncheon & those who sewed, glued, etched, etc. 

   for the Crafts Sale in December. It was a great SUCCESS again this year, with over 

100 hungry people fed!  And with the crafts, we raised $2000!  All to help the charities we support. We also 

collected donations to the Tamworth Food Pantry. A VERY SPECIAL THANKS to Wanda Janiszewski 

and Tony Gasbarro for running the kitchen, Karen Wright & Jennifer Ronan for handling the serving and Jackie 

Berry for leading the crafts and organizing the helpers. 

One more thanks to all who baked, put together and delivered 43 Christmas Plates plus 3 big platters for 

Fellowship Time.  Additional cards were written for more remote remembrances. 

Remember: NO Ladies Aid meetings in January and February. 

† Ladies Aid Meetings † - all ladies welcome 

Next meetings:  Thursday, March 12 & April 9, 2026   MMH 11:15AM 

Program: Planning Programs & Events 

 

Dress A Girl Workshops -- Sewing &/or Cutting are held on the 3rd Friday of each month. All are welcome! 

Upcoming Workshop Dates (10AM-Noon @ BMH): Jan 16, Feb 20, Mar 20 



January 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

   1  
 
 
 
Happy New Year 

2 
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 

3 

4  
10 A.M. 
Worship  
 
Epiphany 
 
Online 
Worship 
Available 
 
 

5 
 

6  
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

11:00 A.M. 
Outreach  (B) 

7  
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
 

10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
6:30 P.M. Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

8  
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

12:30 P.M. Prayer 
Shawl at Jackie 
Berry’s home. 
 

4 P.M. Trustees 
Meeting (MMH & 
Zoom) 
 

No Ladies Aid. 

9  
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 

10 
 

11  
10 A.M. 
Worship  
 

Online 
Worship 
Available 
 
Council  
after Worship
(Zoom) 
 

12 
 

13  
Pastors Retreat  
 

6:30 P.M. Deacons 
(Zoom) 
 
 

14  
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

Pastors Retreat  
 

6:30 P.M. Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

 
 
 
 
 

15  
Pastors Retreat  
 
10 - 2 P.M.  
Isaiah 61 Café 
Ministry 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

16  
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

Pastors Retreat  
 
10 A.M. Dress a 
Girl Workshop 

17 
Pastors 
Retreat  

18  
10 A.M. 
Worship  
  

Online 
Worship 
Available 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 

20  
Pastor out of office. 
 

 

21  
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

6:30 P.M. Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

22  
Pastor at all day 
DCOM meeting. 
 

 
 

23 
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
 

24 
 

25 
10 A.M. 
Worship  
  

Online 
Worship 
Available 
 

Annual 
Church 
Meeting 

26 
 
 

27 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
 

28  
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

6:30 P.M. Bible 
Study (Zoom) 

29  
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
10 - 2 P.M.  
Isaiah 61 Café 
Ministry 

30  
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 

31 
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 “B” = Baptist Meetinghouse; “M” = Methodist Meetinghouse 

February 2026 

The Flyer                                                                                                                                                                                         Page 7 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
10 A.M. 
Worship  
 
Leadership 
Sunday 
 
Online Worship 
Available 

2 3 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
11:00 A.M. 
Outreach (B) 

4 
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B)   
 

10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 

6:30 P.M. Upper 
Room  Study 
(Zoom) 

5 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
12:30 P.M. Prayer 
Shawl (B) 

6 
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B)   
 
10-4 P.M. 
Pastor’s Office 
Hrs (B) 

7 
 

8 
10 A.M. 
Worship  
 
Online Worship 
Available 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
 
6: 30 P.M. 
Deacons (Zoom) 

11 
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B)   
 
Pastor out of office 
 
6:30 P.M. Upper 
Room  Study 
(Zoom) 

 

12 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
No Ladies Aid 
 
4 P.M. Trustees 
Meeting (M) & 
Zoom) 

13 
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B)   
 
10-4 P.M. 
Pastor’s Office 
Hrs (B) 
 
 
 

14 
Valentines 
Day 

15 
10 A.M. 
Worship  
 
Online Worship 
Available 
 
 

16 
Presidents Day 
 

17 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
5 P.M. Shrove 
Pancake Supper 
(M) 
 
6:30 P.M. Church 
Council (Zoom) 
 

18  
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B)   
 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
Ash Wednesday; 

 
 

19 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
10 - 2 P.M.  
Isaiah 61 Café 
Ministry 
 
 

 
 

20 
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B)   
 
10-4 P.M. 
Pastor’s Office 
Hrs (B) 
 
10 A.M. Dress a 
Girl Workshop 
 

21 
 
 

22 
10 A.M. 
Worship  
 
Online Worship 
Available 
 

23 
 
 

24 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
9-1P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
6:30 P.M Lenten 
Study (Zoom) 

 
 

26 
10-4 P.M. Pastor’s 
Office Hrs (B) 
 
10 - 2 P.M.  
Isaiah 61 Café 
Ministry 

27 
9-2P.M. Church 
Office Hrs (B)   
 
10-4 P.M. 
Pastor’s Office 
Hrs (B) 

28 

       

       



 

 

Newsletter 
 

If you would like to receive your 

church newsletter via email send a 

message to:   
 

sandwichchurch@gmail.com        

requesting that you be placed on  

The Flyer email list. 
 

~ Joisse Rumary 

Church Office Hours  
Wednesday & Friday 

9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
 

Pastor’s Office Hours  
Tuesday - Friday 

10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

Community Church of Sandwich 

P.O. Box 267 

Center Sandwich, NH 03227 

 

mailto:sandwichchurch@cyberpine.net

